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Joint families amongst the Chitpavans some thirty years
back were numerous. They took pride in staying together
as members of a big joint family. With the old grand-father
or the eldest male member of the family at its head, the
number of the inmates more often than not exceeded a dozen,
if not a score. Things have changed so fast during the last
twenty-five years in this respect that the joint-family system
has nearly become a thing of the past. What was common
two or three decades back has become a rare phenomenon
these days, as we have really to search for a joint-family worth
the name. The change, however, has not been a smooth
affair. I have seen a number of families economically ruined
because of partitions and sub-division of property, which were
in many cases decided in the courts of law. There was a
time when separating from a joint-family had almost become
a fashion and fighting in the court a pastime. There is,
however, a set-back to this tendency, though the slanders of
the litigious characteristic attributed to the Chitpavans are
still hovering. Brothers no longer fight in courts of law
for partition as before. Perhaps there has remained little to
fight for; perhaps they have realized the folly of the preced-
ing generation with the economic loss that it had entailed.
The consequence is that more and more people are driven to
the cities every year and the number of the inmates of a
family is becoming smaller.
Even though there are now no joint or big families
worth the name, the daily morning routine has not undergone
any considerable change. What was being done on a large
scale is now being done on a smaller scale. All female mem-
bers of the family excepting the very young get up at day-
break. Of course, the house-wife is up much earlier. Former-
ly, her first concern was to make preparations for churning
buttermilk ; nowadays, in many families, tea is the first item
attended to by her. The women are very busy till noon in
doing their personal as well as household duties, such
as sweeping regularly and dung washing occasionally the floor
and the courtyard, plucking flowers, taking thei^everyday
bath, washing clothes, fetching water, preparing the meals
and the like. After the noon-meals are over, they are tempted